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Newsletter 

Issue 3 

May 2018 

Term Dates: 

Term 1: Tuesday 30th January - Thursday 29th March 

Term 2: Tuesday 17th April - Friday 29th June 

Term 3: Monday 16th July - Friday 21dt September 

Term 4: Monday 8th October - Friday 21st December  

 

Leadership Excellence Acceptance Respect Now @ WRSC               

Calendar 
Term 2: 

June: 

Tuesday 5th June—Melbourne Zoo-Don’t Palm us off 8.50am-2.40pm 

Thursday 7th – Edendale Excursion 9.00am-3.00pm 

Thursday 14th —Year 8 Footy 9.00am-3.00pm 

Thursday 14th— Year 8 Netball 9.00am-3.00pm 

Monday 18th– Wednesday 20th—Decibels Recording Studio 11.45am-1.15pm 

Wednesday 20th—Year 8 Soccer 9.00am-3.00pm 

Thursday 21st—Year 8 English ‘Squizzy Taylor-The Runner’ 8.45am-3.00pm 

Thursday 26th— Year 7 Netball 9.00am-3.00pm 

Thursday 26th— Year 7 Boys Soccer 9.00am-3.00pm 

Wednesday 27th—First Aid-Young Hearts training Session 8.45am-3.00pm 

Thursday 28th – Edendale Excursion 9.00am-3.00pm 

Term 3: 

July: 

Monday 16th—Year 7 Lake Dewar Visit 8.00am-5.00pm 

Wednesday 25th—State School Spectacular 9.00am-3.00pm 

Thursday 26th—Year 10 English ‘Shakespeare without tears’  9.25am-10.30pm 
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Dear parents and carers, 

The term is quickly passing by, and our college is busier than ever as our students head 

toward the end of semester one.  In the last month, Year 7 & Year 9 NAPLAN was  

completed on-line for the first time, and student participation and conduct was to be 

commended.  Our VCE students are heading toward the end of Units 1 & 3, and on 

June 13 all students undertaking a Unit 3 course will be required to take the GAT 

(General Achievement Test) run by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority. 

This is an important part of VCE assessment, and as such senior staff are running a GAT 

preparation session to support the students.  Now is a good time for all students to  

reflect on how they are achieving their goals to date, and set plans for success in  

Semester 2. 

Year 10 -12  exams will be held between 7th & 15th June, and the timetable will be 

published to students in the near future.  We have recently completed On –Demand 

testing for all students in years 7 – 10 English, and this information is given to all  

teachers to support their understanding of the learning needs of their students.  We 

continue to support staff around understanding data trends, and align our work to the 

Victorian curriculum standards 

The continued professional learning of our staff is an important component of our 

school improvement journey.  At William Ruthven Secondary College, professional 

Learning meetings occur every Tuesday afternoon for 1.5 hours.  Staff are  

predominately working on redesigning curriculum within a 21st Century Learning 

 Design pedagogy.  The focus for 2018 is self-regulated tasks which means developing 

curriculum which supports students to learn how to take charge of their own learning.  

This work culminate at the end of term 2, when all staff present their Action research 

Projects.  

Before the end of this term we will introduce our SWPBS  (School Wide Positive Behav-

iours Support) program to our students.  We have already begun this important work 

with our staff.   

Part of our work is to build an agreed matrix on the behaviours we want to see at our 

school, and we will be also asking for parent input into this process.  If you are interest-

ed in providing feedback when we have put the matrix together, please let us know and 

we will include you in the process.   

We hope that you will have noticed the considerable movement in our building pro-

gramme.  Our final building is well underway, with the slab poured, brickwork under-

way and roof going on this week.  The buildings are looking great, and we are keenly 

awaiting their finalisation which at this stage is scheduled for November.  You’ll find 

some aerial photographs of the progress elsewhere in this newsletter.  We have already 

taken the opportunity to connect the construction to the learning of our students, with 

students from our Visual Design and Communication and our VCAL students working 

with the teacher and the site manager to understand their learning in a real-world con-

text.   Mathematics students will be visiting the site later in the month.    

A reminder to all community members that June 19th will be a student free day, which 

will involve all staff developing further their understanding of 21CLD. 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Judi Benney   Andrew Elborough 

Principal    Assistant Principal 
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Helping people to ‘engage with life’ 
 

Psychology services are now available for students in school at no cost.  
 
The services are provided by Engage 1 on 1 Psychology, a team of child/adolescent  
psychologists specialising in working with young people in schools across Melbourne. 
They help young people with a wide range of issues, including anxiety, stress, motiva-
tion, social skills, 
 depression, and practical strategies for relationship difficulties.  
 
The service is professional, confidential and provided on-site at the school. Counselling 
strategies are evidence based to help improve psychological well-being. 
 
If you are interested in this service, or would like more information, please contact your 
school well-being coordinator or check out the website www.engage1on1.com.au or 
email  
contactus@engage1on1.com.au. 

Top Ten Words 

At William Ruthven we are working towards building strong vocabularies in our general 
conversation as well as in all of our curriculum areas. In each newsletter you will find a 
list of 'Top Ten Words.' You might use these at home or make your own top ten list. 
Place the list on the fridge or another place  

visible to everyone. 

 

What should we do with this list of words? 

 Use the list words in your conversations 

 find the meanings  

 ask friends and family if they know the meaning of the words 

 Play 'Which word am I?' by giving clues 

 test each other to spell the words 

cross off or tick words which have been used- add words to the list as words are 
crossed off. 

 

This weeks words are: 

agonizing, acute, intense, exhilarating, savage, piercing, stabbing, raging, harrowing,  

tormenting 

 
If you have any favourite words you would like to contribute, please send them to 
school and I will add them to our next list. Have fun building your vocabulary! 

 

*Please note there will be a small reward for any student who can pick the odd word 
from this first list. Please come to the Learning Centre on Tuesday morning to see me 
with the 'odd word' and an  

explanation for your decision. 

 

Maureen Kovacevic 
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Year 8 Digital Citizenship 

During the month of June in Inquiry, our Year 8 students will be working towards their 
Digital  

Citizenship certificates.  

As a WRSC Digital Citizen, students will: 

Know your online world: be curious, learn new things but be aware of risks and how 
to protect yourself. 

Choose consciously: think before you act - the choices you make online can last  

forever. 

Engage positively: what you say and do online can affect everyone! Avoid bullying, 
harassment and online abuse and learn how to take positive steps if others don’t. 

 

If you would like more information on how you can support your child to be ‘Cyber 
Smart’ check out this website https://www.esafety.gov.au/  
 
 

STEM CONUNDRUM 

 

 

       WEEK 2: A MISSING THING! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last week’s solution was: 
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WILLIAM RUTHVEN SECONDARY COLLEGE 

NEWS 

 

What is happening next week at William Ruthven? 

Monday 4
th

 June-Friday 8
th

 June 

 

 

Excursions/Incursions/Workshops: 

Monday: 
Year 7 Digital Insight Workshops 
Q & A Live Studio Audience 7.30pm-10.15pm 
Tuesday: 
Melbourne Zoo-Don’t Palm us off 8.50am-2.40pm 
Year 7 Digital Insight Workshops 
Thursday: 
Food and Health for Life Students-Edendale Excursion 9.00am-3.00pm 

SAC’s/Tests: 

Unit 1 English-Outcome 2: Analysing and presenting argument  
b) Oral presentation on chosen issue week beginning June 4th 

Notes from Teachers: 

Year 8 Camp 19th-21st September- Year 8 Students please secure your spot by 

paying a $50 deposit to the front office ASAP-Miss Saxton 

Registration for the Australian Maths Competition is open! Take the test and 

compete against the rest of Australia in a battle of wits and problem solving. 

Please see your maths teacher or Ms Kukula to register-Ms Kukula 

Year 7 students please reminder to pay for Lake Dewar excursion by 11th July   

-Ms Fantini 

Study Tip: 

Maximising Essay Marks 

After writing an essay or passage, copy and paste it into Google Translate. 
This will enable you to listen to what you’ve written, making it significantly 
easier to identify sections that need to be reworked. Paste your work into 
the LHS box and select ‘English’ from the language choices in the in the RHS 
box, followed by the voice icon. -TSFX 

Important Dates: 

11th Jun – Public Holiday 

19th June – Curriculum Day-NO 

STUDENTS REQUIRED 
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Parent cyber safety information night with Joanna Parissis Youth resource officer 
Darebin 

 

Date: Wednesday the 27th of June at 3:40pm 

 

Joanna Parissis will be presenting about the following: 

Online safety 

Protective parenting around internet usage 

How to ensure your child is safe with internet use 

Legal implications around inappropriate internet usage  

And will be able to answer questions following. 

 

Please register your interest with Assistant principle Mr Elborough on ph: 9462 
2177 

9/10 Interschool Boys Soccer 

On Thursday the 24th of May, the year 9/10 boys’ soccer team went to Donath  

reserve to play a fun-filled day of soccer. In the first game we versed Reservoir High. It 

was a very intense match and we were so close, but Reservoir High beat us by a 

whisker 3-2. The second match was a bit too much for us, as we played against  

Thornbury. They had a lot of experienced players. Last game of the day was against 

Northcote. Their team was very organised and had a lot of skill.  

Timor was our captain for the day and he showed a lot of leadership and skill. 

Overall, the team did a really good job and we were all proud of each other. On  

behalf of the 9/10 soccer team, we would like to thank Ms Saxton for taking her time 

to train us and being there with us.  

By Psydah Hoerler Year 10 

Best players for the day- Yousif Manuail, Timor Atura, Steven Sarandopoulos, Yashil 

Ramdoyal, Phu Qui Dang & Long Nguyen. 
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9/10 Interschool Boys Soccer 

On Thursday the 24th of May, the year 9/10 boys’ soccer team went to Donath  

reserve to play a fun-filled day of soccer. In the first game we versed Reservoir High. It 

was a very intense match and we were so close, but Reservoir High beat us by a 

whisker 3-2. The second match was a bit too much for us, as we played against  

Thornbury. They had a lot of experienced players. Last game of the day was against 
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Boys VCE Basketball 

At this time VCE is going through its school sports program.  One of the teams that is 

representing WRSC is VCE boys basketball.   As with all teams we began the day with a lot of 

confidence in our ability.  As the day moved on we were against bigger, faster, better  

basketball players and we could not pull off the championships that we were trying to obtain.  

Our teams was made up of mostly year 11 players and will have another red hot go next year 

for this coveted trophy.  I must say that all the players proved worthy of being in the team as 

they scraped for control of the ball, but we were just out manned.  Zac did a fantastic job  

controlling the ball and making sure that our offense was working through out the day.  Nagee 

was hit shots from everywhere at a very high percentage.  Onur was our high scorer manly 

nailing 3 pointers in one game alone he had 8 3 pointers.  Tomani was our big man inside even 

though he was giving away many inches in height his foot work around the basket was  

excellent. Mohammed played a very fluid game showing his exceptional ball handling skills. 

Chris and Ahmad were great team players as they hustle around the court playing defence 

and rebounding and shot at a very high percentage in supporting the scoring.   

Team members:   Left to right 

Nagee, Mohammed, Zac, Chris, Ahmad, Mr. Daigle, Onur, Tomani  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 11 students attend Road Safety Education  

20 of WRSC year 11 students attended the RYDA road safety program fund entirely by Preston 

Rotary.  Over 100 students from 10 schools attend the days activities. 

The RYDA road safety education program equips young people with the knowledge to stay 

safe on our roads.  RYDA delivers six interactive sessions addressing crucial aspects of  

traveling safely and supporting government road safety measures. 

Students participate in workshops and demonstrations to devise strategies focussed on:  

Key government ’big five’ road safety issues of speeding, alcohol & drugs, fatigue,  

distraction and wearing seat belts  

The social responsibility aspects of being a driver or passenger 

Lowering personal risks by making better decisions 

This course will enhance those that attend to make better choices regarding road safety in the 

future.   
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9/10 Soccer Elective, Term 2, 2018 

This term there has been two soccer elective classes running. We have been completing this 

elective through SEPEP (Sport Education and Physical Education Program) were students are 

placed in teams and assigned a role/responsibility i.e. coach, captain, fitness trainer, property 

manager, referee and timekeeper/scorer. The students have been taking their own warmups, 

drills and cool downs. They have been working hard to prepare their teams for the end of 

term tournament! 

Here are some pictures of Ms Saxton’s class SEPEP teams in action! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Team- MDMA FC  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Team- Air Raiders    

  

 

 

 

 

 

Team- Crazy Horse FC  
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If you are eligible and would like to apply for CSEF for 2018 please fill out an application form 

and provide the school with a copy of your health care card/pensioner card. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Camps Sports and Excursion Fund (CSEF) 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) provides payments for eligible students 
to attend activities like: 

 school camps or trips 

 swimming and school-organised sport programs 

 outdoor education programs 

 excursions and incursions. 

Applications for 2018 are now open, through until the end of term 2, 2018. 

Families holding a valid means-tested concession card or temporary foster parents are 

eligible to apply. 

On the first day of term one (29 January 2018) or the first day of term two (18 April 
2018), a parent or legal guardian of a student must: 

 be an eligible beneficiary of one of these cards:Veterans Affairs Gold CardCentrelink 
Health Care CardPensioner Concession Card 

 OR they must be a temporary foster parent 

 OR the student is 16 years or older and holds a valid concession card (such as a 
Youth Allowance Health Care Card) 

 AND the parent or legal guardian must submit an application by the due date. 

Parents who receive a carer allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or al-
lowance not income tested by Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF unless they also 
comply with the above. 

Eligibility will be determined when the parent’s concession card successfully validates 
with Centrelink on either the first day of term one or term two. 

If the eligible card is in the name of the student, the fund is only granted to that stu-

dent, not their siblings. 
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David Morris 

 

On Monday 7th May we welcomed an Olympic silver medallist David Morris to our school. He 

spoke to year 7 – 10 students about his Ariel Skiing journey. He explained how being rejected 

from the Australian team only made him want to be more successful and he won a silver 

medal win at the 2014 Sochi winter Olympics. His key message was “never give up, even if 

people tell you aren’t good enough”. 

 

David Morris was a successful person because he wanted to be an ariel skier and he got told 
from the office that he can never be an ariel skier because he had chicken legs and because he 
wasn’t a girl. He decided to train really hard and achieved his goal within 4 years and made it 
to the winter Olympics. Although he didn’t win he was really proud to come 13th but in 2014 
he came 2ndt and was the Olympic ariel skier champion and he had won the heaviest and big-
gest medal ever made in the Olympic games.  Daniel 8C 
  
David Morris was famous for aerial skiing. He achieved the impossible by setting beneficial 
goals to help him improve. He had to work hard and stay focused throughout his career. He 
achieved his goals by being determined and being persistent. The moral to his inspiring story is 
to never give up. Emma 8C 
 

He was successful because he never gave up on his dream and he didn't listen to whoever told 
him that he couldn't do it. 
He had to train really hard to get good at the sport. He trained every day for long periods of 
time and that is why he was good. Practice makes perfect. 
The moral of his story is to never give up on your dreams. Marco 8C 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marvel Experience 

On the 14th of May, a group of year 10 students were given the privilege to attend the Marvel 
Experience at Quantum. William Ruthven and two other secondary collages were introduced 
to the supervisors and teachers at Quantum and welcomed into the auditorium. The day was 
filled with fun and education workshops including: 

- Suit Up: Look at the suit mechanics of Iron Man and the energy that gets passed in  
moving objects. 

- Bioengineering: Experiment with Captain America and The Incredible Hulk’s DNA to see 
which ‘allele’ would be the most beneficial to superhumans. 

- Aim High: Investigate projectile motion with Hawk-Eye’s precision. 

The final activity was a STEM Garden choose-your-own-adventure game where you can make 
your own superhero. Depending on student choice, the villain was either defeated or on the 
run.  

At the end of the day, we all received one free admission ticket to the Marvel S.T.A.T.I.O.N, 
courtesy of Disney. The Marvel Experience program was an entertaining and informative  

experience for the selected year 10 students of William Ruthven and it was guaranteed that 
everyone left Quantum with new knowledge. 

Te Ana Carlson 10C 
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