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Newsletter 

Issue 2 

April 2018 

Term Dates: 

Term 1: Tuesday 30th January - Thursday 29th March 

Term 2: Tuesday 17th April - Friday 29th June 

Term 3: Monday 16th July - Friday 21dt September 

Term 4: Monday 8th October - Friday 21st December  

 

Leadership Excellence Acceptance Respect Now @ WRSC               

Calendar 
Term 2: 

May: 

Monday 7th – VCE Basketball 9.00am-3.00pm 

Wednesday 9th May – VCE Soccer 9.00am-3.00pm 

Thursday 10th May – VCE Netball 9.00am-3.00pm 

Monday 14th May – Marvel Avengers Experience – Year 10 Science 9.15am-
3.00pm 

Thursday 17th May – VCE Futsal 9.00am-3.00pm 

Friday 18th May – Year 7 Archaeology Workshop 7A 8.40am-12.30pm 

Friday 18th May – Year 7 Archaeology Workshop 7B 12.30pm-3.15 

Friday 25th May – Year 7 Archaeology Workshop 7C 8.45am-12.30pm 

Tuesday 29th May – Darebin Athletics Carnival 9.00am-3.00pm 

June: 

Thursday 7th – Edendale Excursion 9.00am-3.00pm 

Thursday 14th – Edendale Excursion 9.00am-3.00pm 
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Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Welcome back to Term 2.  We hope you were able to spend some quality time with 
your child/children over the Easter Break. 

 

The first day back from the holidays was a pupil free day.  We are allocated 4 days per 
year from the Department of Education to provide us with the opportunity to  

undertake quality professional learning as a whole staff.  

 

This time was indeed very valuable for us, and our agenda included:  

  Review of ICT provision across the college, and aspiration for service delivery in 
the future 

 Academic readings on understanding authentic student agency 

 Developing a matrix for School Wide Positive Behaviours 

 Discussion about our ER, LEAP and Literacy Programmes 

 Work on our Action Research Projects which will centre around 21st Century  
Learning Design  (21CLD) 

 Introduction to the Department’s Practice Principals & High Impact Teaching  
Strategies 

 A review of our current Explicit Instruction Model 

Having the dedicated time to spend on such foundational matters is of extreme benefit, 
and sets the ground for our future work.   

 

Our next Professional Learning Day will be held on June 19th, and will involve all staff 
developing further their understanding of 21CLD and an introduction to the 
“collaboration” module.  Please note that this day will be a student free day.  Our final 
professional learning day (student free) for the year will be the day before Cup Day 
(November 5th). 

This week we had our Open Night at the college, where we welcomed prospective  

parents and families to William Ruthven Secondary College.   

This was an important part of our transition process, and we thank all members of the 
College transition team for their support, as well as our staff who attended.  It was yet 
another occasion in which we were rightly proud of our students as they contributed to 
the night in a variety of capacities – from public speaking, to greeting parents and  
families on arrival, to talking with parents before and after the formal activities – the 
students were impressive and displayed high levels of Leadership and Excellence during 
the evening.   Growing our school into the future is vital for our community, and our 
transition team will continue to work with our local primary schools to encourage  
parents and families to consider our college when making a choice for secondary 
schooling.  Our new buildings will further enhance the learning environment which is at 
the centre of our work, and we ask you to encourage anyone you know who making a 
choice about secondary school to come for a tour and see our school in action. 

During Term 2, Mr Johnson will continue as Acting Principal of Watsonia Primary 
School.  Mr Mazzeo (Middle School Leader) is about to depart on some well-deserved 
Long Service Leave until the end of Term 3 and Ms Hayley Knight will be Acting Middle 
School Leader during this time. 

 

NAPLAN tests for Years 7 & 9 students will be held in early May, with the students  
undertaking this on-line.  We have already participated in a trial to assess our  
readiness, and this was very successful.  We expect that results will be available much 
more expediently and will provide staff with useful information for the planning of the 
teaching and learning programmes. 

Feedback to us around our communication last term has indicated that there is a need 
for us to improve the way in which you receive information from the school.   We will 
make a commitment to ensuring that we prioritise letting you know what is happening 
on a more regular basis, and this will be done primarily through Compass, Skoolbag,  
Facebook and our web-site.  Should you have any difficulties in accessing these mecha-
nisms, please call us in the office and we will assist you in this regard. 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Judi Benney   Andrew Elborough 

Principal    Assistant Principal 
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Helping people to ‘engage with life’ 
 
Psychology services are now available for students in school at no cost.  
 
The services are provided by Engage 1 on 1 Psychology, a team of child/adolescent  
psychologists specialising in working with young people in schools across Melbourne. They help 
young people with a wide range of issues, including anxiety, stress, motivation, social skills, 
 depression, and practical strategies for relationship difficulties.  
 
The service is professional, confidential and provided on-site at the school. Counselling strategies 
are evidence based to help improve psychological well-being. 
 
If you are interested in this service, or would like more information, please contact your school 
well-being coordinator or check out the website www.engage1on1.com.au or email  
contactus@engage1on1.com.au. 

Top Ten Words 

 

At William Ruthven we are working towards building strong vocabularies in our general c 

onversation as well as in all of our curriculum areas. In each newsletter you will find a list of 'Top 
Ten Words.' You might use these at home or make your own top ten list. Place the list on the 
fridge or another place  

visible to everyone. 

 

What should we do with this list of words? 

 Use the list words in your conversations 

 find the meanings  

 ask friends and family if they know the meaning of the words 

 Play 'Which word am I?' by giving clues 

 test each other to spell the words 

cross off or tick words which have been used- add words to the list as words are crossed off. 

 

This weeks words are: 

agonizing, acute, intense, exhilarating, savage, piercing, stabbing, raging, harrowing, tormenting 

 
If you have any favourite words you would like to contribute, please send them to school and I will 
add them to our next list. Have fun building your vocabulary! 

 

*Please note there will be a small reward for any student who can pick the odd word from this first 
list. Please come to the Learning Centre on Tuesday morning to see me with the 'odd word' and 
an  

explanation for your decision. 

 

Maureen Kovacevic 
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On the last day of term 1, our SRC and year 12 VCAL students helped organise and run 
the school's Harmony Day celebration. During lunchtime, students put on a BBQ with 
the support of Vicki, and donated the money made from this to a worthy cause.  
Students were encouraged to dress out of uniform in a bright colour representing their 
cultural heritage. Some of our students from Indian heritage performed Bollywood 
dance with Mrs Sidhu and all students  were encouraged to contribute to an artwork 
which was led by Mrs Kharanda. It was a great end to term 1 and fun celebration of the 
different cultural backgrounds of staff and students at WRSC. 
 
The day would not have been possible without the support from Mr Carpenter, Vicki, 
Mrs Kharanda, & Mrs Ferri. Thank you! 
Deanna De Luca & Hailey May (Wellbeing team) 
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Year 7 Camp 

 

This year the year 7’s went to camp at Lady Northcote in Bacchus Marsh. This camp 

was a great experience, there were so many fun activities we did, like the giant swing, 

rafting, high ropes and much more. My favourite activity was the either the high 

ropes or the giant swing. Over all I had a great time and I would recommend this 

camp for the future. 

Written by : Mikalee Maroney 

 

Year 7 Camp will definitely be one of my most treasured memories from my first year at 

William Ruthven Secondary College. At YMCA Lady Northcote there were a range of  

activities which tested our courage and bravery. 

One of the activities that almost everyone faced was the daunting Giant Swing, a 20m high 

swing in which you are harnessed and pulled up by your group. Most went to the top of the 

swing, but you didn’t have to if you didn’t want to. After you were lifted up you had to pull 

a rope and you would go flying back and forth.  

Another challenge that tested our courage and willpower were the High Rope Courses. 

They were an assortment of courses that in order complete you would have to make your 

way across many obstacles. Luckily you didn’t have to worry about falling because like the 

Giant Swing you were also harnessed and had a safety helmet.  

Overall, I had a great time at camp and I think we all were exhausted by the time the bus 

came to pick us up to leave the great and challenging times we shared at YMCA Lady North-

cote Camp. 

Written By: Serafeim Papaevagelou 
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(Day 1) 

When we sat down at the bench the instructor gave us our cabins and explained all 

the safety rules to us. After we set up our cabins we were off to do our own thing. 

Our first challenge was archery. Archery was really competitive and fun and we all did 

good at shooting the target. After each shot it would be better than the first. We 

were split into teams and my team won with a score of over 240 points where as the 

other teams scored under 200. 

The next challenge we did was canoeing which we didn’t do the best at. It took us a 

while to do a whole lap and we accidentally tipped the canoe over and we all fell in 

which I found hilarious. 

At around 7:30pm at night the teacher organised a night walk and we were able to 

look at the birds, possums and rabbits roaming around the camp, after the night walk 

we all got ready for bed and most of us stayed up late until lights out and some of the 

other year sevens fell asleep as soon as their heads hit the pillow. 

(Day 2) 

When we finished our breakfast we moved on to the puzzle challenge where we had 

to find letters around the camp to form a word and give the word we made to the 

teacher and he or she will give us a puzzle we had to solve. 

When my team was set off we found many of the other teams letters instead of ours 

which was annoying, we found our last one finally which allowed us to hand it to the 

teacher. After handing it to the teacher he gave us the puzzle we had to solve and we 

landed in third place. 

Finishing our break, the giant swing was ready for us to use, we were all excited and 

nervous at the same time and we were able to choose how high we could go and the 

first person to choose to go the highest you could possibly go was Amir. 

When I saw Amir drop from that height I didn’t have a good feeling about it, i felt 

scared. A little bit of time goes by and it’s my turn to go on the giant swing and went 

at the very top of the giant swing and cut the rope and swung so fast that my face 

nearly came off. 

After finishing up with the giant swing we headed back to the cabins and got ready 

for bed but the footy match was on Richmond vs Carlton so we all went watched 

Richmond win and went to bed. 

(Day 3 Final day) 

When everyone in our cabin woke up the teachers and the instructors let us have free 

time for a bit so we all played all footy and a little bit of downball. Since it was the last 

day there were no puzzles to solve or anything like that so we enjoyed camp while we 

could until we had to pack our stuff head to lunch. 

When we finished lunch we grabbed our stuff and headed off back to school. It was 

pretty early when we came to school so we played some downball and talked the 

whole time until school was over. When school was finally I was able to tell every one 

how much fun I had at camp and how the canoe tipped over and we all fell in. 

Overall everyone had a good time, we shared a lot of new experiences together. It 

gave us the time and opportunity to get to know each other better as well. I will  

remember all the laughs and seeing everyone come together. For some of us it was 

the first time away from home but we all left camp happy for the experience, it was 

awesome. 

Written By: Issa Hajdari 
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STEM/STEAM NEWS 

STEM is combination of Science Technology Engineering and Maths (STEAM also has an Art com-

ponent). At William Ruthven, we have been developing our STEM/STEAM initiatives for the past 

two years and many of them are coming to fruition. 

Our new Year 9/10 electives have many STEM/STEAM options such as 3D printing, robotics, cod-

ing and project-based design challenges that try to address real world problems. We were also 

fortunate enough to get a grant to buy more digital technology equipment. With this money, we 

were able to purchase Lego Mindstorm kits as an introduction to robotics for Year 7 & 8 stu-

dents, Arduino Inventor kits which will be more suitable for our Year 9/10 students, another 3D 

printer as well as filament for the printer and rechargeable batteries for the kits. 

Our aim is to develop 21Century skills through problem solving of real world issues through the 

use of technology in innovative and creative ways.  

We currently have many exciting opportunities for students to also pursue these skills outside of 

our school. We will have two teams in the 3D print a car challenge, we have some of our Year 10 

students going to Quantum to investigate future materials and the use of genetic technology 

and our Year 10 and 11 students will be part of a Titration Competition.  

Dr Laura Zamurs and I are about to complete our two year certificate in STEM education and are 

very excited about the great opportunities that lie ahead when we move into our new buildings 

as we will then have more space to conduct an even greater choice of projects. 

Look out for our STEM conundrums in each newsletter.  

Jo Kammerhofer 

Science Co-ordinator 

STEM CONUNDRUMS 

Stem stands for Science Technology Engineering and Maths and is an area that we 

are trying to develop and grow within our school. STEM activities develop essential 

skills and ways of thinking that are going to be needed in future jobs. 

Each newsletter is going to have a STEM conundrum or puzzle. If you want to have a 

go at solving it and would like to check if you are right, please ask one of the science 

teachers as they will all have the answer! Don’t google it though – just try and use 

the power of your mind to figure it out. Get the whole family involved to as they 

might just give you some ideas!!! 

WEEK 1: THINKING OUTSIDE THE BOX 
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‘Around the grounds with Year 8’ 

Year 8s are an enthusiastic group who have had a good start to term 2  

 

 

 

8A enjoying their warm up in P.E.-> 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       8C reading a story in drama >  

 

 

 

 

 

 

<-8B completing a spelling test in Effective  

Learning (E.L)- Literacy Skills Program  
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